Candidates for joining a Lodge when only an Entered Apprentice or Fellow Craft
When a candidate makes an application to become a joining or re-joining member of a Lodge and cannot satisfy the requirements of Rule 163(c), Book of Constitutions because he has not been passed and/or raised, the procedure below must be followed.
Note: If the Brother concerned is still a subscribing member of his Mother Lodge a First or Second Degree Certificate will not be issued. The provisions of Rule 173, Book of Constitutions should be followed.

First or Second Degree Certificates are only issued in exceptional circumstances and only when:
•	The Brother was previously excluded from his Mother Lodge but has since cleared his arrears and wishes to re-join his Mother Lodge or to join another Lodge. A Clearance Certificate must be enclosed with the request.
•	The Lodge has been erased.
•	The Brother resigned from his Mother Lodge more than fifteen years before.
•	The Brother is seeking to re-join his Mother Lodge.
Unattached Brother (Rule 127(iii), Book of Constitution refers)
Under the provisions of this rule, an unattached Brother who has resigned from his Mother Lodge is subject to significant restrictions on his ability to attend any one Lodge until he becomes a subscribing member of a Lodge. If a Brother falls within the Rule the procedure to be followed is:
Entered Apprentice
The Brother should ask the Secretary of his Mother Lodge to request the Provincial Office to identify two separate Lodges* which are content to confer the second and third degrees under Rule 173. The Mother Lodge will then make a request (signed by the Secretary and Worshipful Master) to each of the Lodges to carry out the ceremony. (Sometimes the Mother Lodge may not need assistance from the Provincial Office in identifying Lodges to confer the degrees.)
Fellow Craft
As above, but only a single Lodge will be required to confer the degree by request.
*The amendment to Rule 127 effective from December 2020 may in many cases obviate the need for one or both additional Lodges to confer degrees by request.
Once he has been raised the Mother Lodge should request the issue of a Grand Lodge Certificate in the normal way. When the Brother is in possession of his Grand Lodge Certificate, he can apply to become a joining member of a Lodge of his choosing.
Note: It is not a requirement of Rule 173(a), Book of Constitutions that a Degree by Request can only be granted to a subscribing member of a Lodge.
